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IBM seeks partners for research center

By Kevin Shalvey
PBN Staff Writer

In the flow chart that Nicholas
Bowen, vice president of
technology at IBM, pitched last
week as a possible structure of
a public-private research and
computing consortium in
Rhode Island, there seemed to
be a glaring omission: the end
result was hazy, listed only as
solutions to “grand challenges.”

“To me that means we’ll need
to focus and say: ‘What are the
real problems that you’re going
to take the resources in Rhode
Island ... and really declare
publicly that you’re going to
solve something that couldn’t
otherwise be solved,’ ” Bowen
told the crowd at the June 22
R.I. Science & Technology
Advisory Council meeting.
STAC is leading the push to
bring universities and
businesses on board with the
program. Bowen added that the
best collaborations start with
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PARTNERING UP: Nicholas Bowen, an IBM vice
president, left, said the company has increased its
research partnerships in the past 10 years. At right is
Gov. Donald L. Carcieri.
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“You have people in industry,
you have universities, you have
governments,” Bowen said.
“And they [all] have a set of
strengths and a set of needs.
For us, we want to really
accelerate our knowledge, our
ability to do research.”

Call Dean Tortora at 401.273.2201x227
or email NIE@pbn.com for details.

One of the state’s research institutions has already signed on as an IBM partner.
In May, Brown University signed a memorandum of understanding with IBM to
go ahead with a two-year pilot program that would create a central research and
computing hub run by IBM. The price of that program and who would pay for it
are still undetermined, as are the research issues Brown would like to focus on.
A similar program in Albany, N.Y., called for about $600 million in investment
and has since created 6,200 jobs and drawn another $10 billion in private
investment.

Brown University Vice President for Research Clyde Briant, who is co-chair of
STAC, said last week that the MOU came out of discussions between he, Bowen
and others at STAC. He added that Brown’s plan to work with IBM was not
intended to be an exclusive deal.

“One of the things that Nick [Bowen] made very clear is that one of the goals that
IBM had was to work with geographical entities, like the state of Rhode Island,”
Briant said, “where they could work with a number of groups and not just one
single group.”

Briant thought Rhode Island - “a small state where we really collaborate” - would
be perfect for that type of joint research. Bringing Bowen in to talk with STAC,
which has representatives from research institutions, government and business,
was a way to pitch the center.

1 2  Nextpage >

http://www.pbn.com/detail.html?sub_id=43246

PBN.com has a new Photo Gallery. Check it out!

To wiew phofos from Eese events. vist PEN.com and click on the Photos tah.

o PROVIDENCE :
1 [ )

National News

LA schools chief fumes over "Bruno' school ...
Yahoo U.S. News - 11:27 AM, Tuesday, 6/30

BioSante to buy Cell Genesys for $38M
Crain's Chicago Business - 11:20 AM, Tuesday, 6/30

Chase: 138k mortgages modified in past 3 ...
Yahoo Business - 11:17 AM, Tuesday, 6/30

More National News »

MOST READ IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS

‘Tweet-Up’ plugs R.1. firms into latest online trend
Twin River owner files for bankruptcy

EDC grants $700K for renewable energy

Former T.I. buildings sold for $5.2M

CVS execs no longer an auction prize

House OKs $7.8B budget by wide margin

High hopes for Hasbro’s ‘Transformers’

Cicilline details city plan to boost arts

Blue Cross refuses to drop premium hikes
Carcieri, Roberts back insurer watchdog

PR Database

Latest Local Press Releases

Attorney General Patrick Lynch to address ...
6:08 PM, Monday, 6/29

Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge ...
2:58 PM, Monday, 6/29

View / Post »
From the PR Newswire

n Europe's Leading Airline Group Selects RSA(R) Data Loss P
View All »

6/30/2009 11:30 AM



IBM seeks partners for research center - PBN.com - Providence Business...

2 of 2

P ot Conment = 2

E-mail this  Print this Order a Reprint

Post a comment

http://www.pbn.com/detail.html?sub_id=43246

Post comment

Business Voice & Data $7Q-99*

1 Visit www.cox.com or call 1-866-791-2046

.| Same low rate for entire 2 year contract

Cox

! Business®

*Lomplete details available at cow.com

CONTACT US SUBSCRIBE ADVERTISE RSS EDITORIAL CALENDAR NEWS TIPS

SITE MAP

COPYRIGHT PRIVACY POLICY

Contents of this site are all Copyright © 2009, Providence Business News. All rights reserved. Powered By: Creative Circle Advertising Solutions, Inc.

6/30/2009 11:30 AM



