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FRIDAY, MAY 28, 2010

Brown University establishes School of Engineering

Brown University has transformed its Division of Engineering into the Brown School
of Engineering.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. [Brown University] - The
Corporation of Brown University has approved
transformation of the University's Division of
Engineering into the Brown School of
Engineering, effective July 1. The Corporation
took that action at its spring business meeting
Friday, May 28, 2010. The University's faculty
had voted its approval of the proposal on April
6.

"Today's monumental scientific and societal challenges depend greatly upon
engineering know-how for advances in biology, medicine, clean energy and
nanotechnology," Brown President Ruth J. Simmons said. "The Corporation's
approval of a School of Engineering underscores our commitment to maintain and
enhance the engineering curriculum and research activities that attract the brightest
students and the highest caliber faculty."

Many recent studies, including a 2008 report from the National Academy of
Sciences, note that a comprehensive and coordinated effort is urgently needed to
bolster the nation's competitiveness and pre-eminence in the physical sciences. A
school of engineering will support the University's continued recruitment of
outstanding faculty and students and its strategy of building on existing strengths in
energy and the environment, biomedical engineering, nanotechnology, photonics,
solid mechanics, and the mechanical behavior of materials.

Developing engineering as a school has been a work in progress for more than a
decade. The idea received strong support from President Simmons, whose Plan for
Academic Enrichment has expanded research and faculty across the University. A
team of engineering faculty led by Rodney Clifton, the Rush C. Hawkins University
Professor of Engineering and interim dean of engineering, presented a School of
Engineering proposal to the Provost's office in December 2008. Clifton will continue
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