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children and grandchildren," Obama said. e-mail.

Senate Democrats have been unable to secure the
60 votes needed to break a threatened filibuster of
the House cap-and-trade bill.
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be there right now, but | intend to find them in the
coming months," Obama said. "I will continue to
make the case for a clean energy future wherever
and whenever | can. | will work with anyone to get
this done. And we will get this done."
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With Democrats heading into a difficult election

year, and Gallup polling yesterday showing
Republicans edging Democrats in generic congressional polling by 6 percentage
points, Obama defended his administration's first 16 months.

He framed the November election as a choice between returning "to the failed
policies of the past, or ... building a stronger future. We can go backward or we
can keep moving forward."

Obama criticized Republicans' handling of the economy when the party was in
power, and said Republicans have been obstructionists since before his
inauguration.

"From our efforts to rescue the economy to health insurance reform to financial
reform, most have sat on the sidelines and shouted from the bleachers," Obama
said. "Before | was inaugurated, the congressional leaders of the other party got
together and made a calculation that if | failed, they'd win."

He argued his administration's accomplishments "will make health care cheaper,
our financial system more secure and our government less burdened by debt."

DEFICIT CONCERNS

The Congressional Budget Office predicts Obama's 2011 budget would increase
deficit spending by a cumulative $3.8 trillion over the next 10 years, when
compared to keeping in place existing taxes and spending policies.

The CBO score did not take into account the health care law, which it estimates
would reduce the deficit anywhere from $28 billion to $143 billion, a variable that
depends on which programs Congress grants money.

"The Obama stimulus has failed to help Pittsburgh's shaky economy," Gleason
said. "Since the stimulus was passed, Pittsburgh has lost over 13,000 jobs."
Statewide, he said, 86,000 jobs have been lost.

Obama credited the stimulus with "breaking the freefall" and defended grants
and tax credits in the bill, saying they would fuel future industries.

"I'm sure there were times this city couldn't imagine a life without steel mills,"
Obama said. But he said the region weathered the recession better than most,
because "you prepared and adapted and invested in a better future, even if you
weren't always sure what that future looked like."

Sen. Arlen Specter, D-Philadelphia, accompanied Obama to Pittsburgh on Air
Force One. Rep. Jason Altmire, D-McCandless, whose office had said he would
not go to the airport, joined Mayor Luke Ravenstahl to greet them at 12:30 p.m.
Before speaking, Obama met with campaign workers, City Councilmen Doug
Shields and Bruce Kraus, City Controller Michael Lamb and state Rep. Dan
Frankel, D-Squirrel Hill.
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